Several employees left a Lancaster County-based refrigeration and HVAC firm and
formed their own company.

Former Triangle employees shape new mechanical firm
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established this fall. Seven of the firm's 12
employees used to work for Triangle Refrigeration
Co.in Leola. Ameri-Tec Mechanical specializes in
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning services
and products for commercial, industrial and
residential customers. The firm, based in East
Hempfield Township, already has $250,000 worth
of work to complete by the end of the year, said
Mike Feo, president and chief executive officer.
Annual revenue is expected to reach $2.3 million
next year.

"We've had work from day one," Feo said. "The
interest is very high right now."

Ameri-Tec Mechanical was not formed to hurt
Triangle Refrigeration, Feo said. The former
Triangle employees wanted to form a company
dedicated solely to HVAC. Triangle-Refrigeration
specializes in several areas, including HVAC,
commercial refrigeration and food service
equipment. Triangle Refrigeration officials
declined to comment.

"We just saw a niche that needed to be filled," Feo
said. "...It was time for me to do my own thing."

Ameri-Tec Mechanical has grown quickly because
its workers have an established reputation in the
community, Feo said. The workers have more

than 100 years of combined experience. The
firm also helps customers connect with other
types of contractors such as plumbers,
architects and electricians.

"We can control the job for the customer," Feo
said.

New Holland-based Berk Tek worked with
Triangle Refrigeration for several years but
decided to switch to Feo's firm. Ameri-Tec
Mechanical is committed to providing high-
quality service, said Gregory Sisak, manufac-
turing engineering manager for Berk-Tek,
which produces electronic communications
cables.

"There's no doubt that Ameri-Tec has been very
aggressive in meeting our customer-service
needs," Sisak said.

Feo expects his company to continue to grow
next year. The firm should have 20 employees
by March, he said. This growth comes as the
company tries to deal with various trends
affecting the HVAC industry, including
demand for products that are more energy
efficient and products that improve air quality.
The firm also faces government regulations to
phase out refrigerants deemed to be too
damaging to the ozone layer.
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